Perceptions of educational needs for patients after myocardial infarction.
Twelve physicians, 33 nurses, and 30 patients completed questionnaires to elicit similarities and differences in perceptions of educational needs of post-myocardial infarction (MI) patients. Results, using chi-square analysis, indicated that the three groups generally agreed upon which areas should be included in education programs for such patients. The topics rated most important by all three groups were: "knowing the signs and symptoms of a heart attack"; "knowing how to modify or change personal risk factors"; "knowing the names, dosages, and side effects of medications"; and "knowing personal risk factors." Congruence of perceived educational needs of post-MI patients should not be misconstrued to mean that an educational needs assessment for these patients is not necessary.